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welcome to India and to this College. I hope you
will like the work and that you and . . . and Mrs.
Charles will settle down happily. The budget is
accepted and duly signed. The meeting is adjourned.
Good evening, gentlemen."
We all got up, and one by one or in groups the
august personages drifted through the several
opened doors. I sat down again among my papers.
S------G------came in, breathing in heavily and
respectfully the stale breath of so much greatness.
I handed him the signed budget sheet and my
report.
"Put the budget in the safe, S------ G------," I
said, "and send a copy of my report to our printers
this evening and another copy of it to R------*s
newspaper. I understand that they always print the
thing as soon as it has been passed. Put the original
in the file under Ga/P/i."
"Mr. Principal, sair," said S------G------, "allow
me to inform you that a deputation awaits the
honour of your coming in the precincts of your
private office. They are most respectful and eager
in their humble desire to confer with you at your
good pleasure."
I got up: after all, it couldn't matter to me of
whom the deputation consisted, nor what it wanted.
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